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"Oh, Mrs. Barton's feeling better now.
I put a mustard plaster on her back, and
that helped to soothe her feelings. She'll
be down for luncheon. 1 did my best to
nersuade her that Miss tlilmore is an

eminently proper person to add to the
family circle. I suppose you've heard
from your fiancee by this time?"

"I've just had a wire from her," he replied."She's in trouble. Oh, it's rotten,
ghastly! You didn't see the morning
paper? I hope nobody on the place saw
it. I've torn it up." He indicated a

pocket from which fragments of a newspaperprotruded. He jammed them out
of sight, and advanced upon Gail, whispering:

"A woman in her boarding-house lost
her pocket-book, and 'Toinette's suspected.My God, it's awful.horrible!"

"Not.not arrested?" Gail gasped.
"Heavens, no! To make it all the

worse, she skipped. My telegram came
from Lowell.just 'Don't worry': not a
word about where she's going!"
He crossed and recrossed the room with

long strides, then paused before Gail.
"If mother hears that."
"It would be rather nice of you," said

Gail, "to think a little more about Miss
Gilmore.of ways of helping her.a girl
VGn'vf' tlinmrht iMioiifli of to nsk' to

marry you! I should tliink you'd go right
up to Boston and see what you could do."
"Why should I go up to Boston, when

she sends me a silly telegram from Lowell?
For all I know, she may turn up here any
minute! You haven't got any answer to
that, have you? You don't know what
to do about it now. do you?" he ended.

"It isn't my business to know; but I'll
suggest that before your aunt and uncle
you'd better pretend to be extremely
cheerful. It's all right for you to bluster
at me privately, but as my a Ilia need husbandsomething quite different will be
expected. It's nothing to me. you understand,but before the others it would be
better not to act as if you hated me."
"My God! I hate myself.I hate everybody!"he moaned.
"Don't do it. Mr. Maybury; it's bad

for the nerves!"
"1 think I'm losing my mind! I can't

go through with it .I simply can t!'
"You ought to ho ahlo to stand it, if I

can. If vou'll ho decent through luncheon,
I'll see what can he done toward finding
Miss Oilmore."
The appearance of the Bishop and

Mrs. Barton ended what seemed likely to
prove an unprofitable dialogue, and
they went in to luncheon.

f AIL sat between Mrs. Barton and the
Bishop, with Richard opposite. Mrs.

Barton launched at once upon the miraculousdiminution of her pains by the mustardplaster. When she ceased her praise
of mustard as an invincible panacea, to
demand of Grimes what brand of tea had
been placed before her, the Bishop took
heart to lift the conversation to a higher
plane. The presence of a member of the
theatrical profession quite naturally suggestedthe drama as a topic. Nothing, he
declared, in the whole range of dramatic
literature, had ever equaled the works of
the Greek masters, lie still found time
to read his Kuripides once a year. It was

a pity that Greek tragedy was so little
known in these times; Uiehard. he hoped,
would not entirely drop the classics.

Richard mumbled that he knew no

Greek a confession that the Bishop deplored.Richard, himself the protagonist
in a tragedy as noignant as anv known to
the Greek theater, frowned upon a hit of
sea hnsx which the substitute eook, all
things considered, had prepared very
passably.
"And yon. Miss Gilmore." said the

Bishop kindly, "I suppose Greek hasn't
entered into your or -study of the
drama? I realize that on the stage of
to-day it is er quite impossible.1'

"I appeared once as Kleetra,'" Gail replied,ignoring a warning jerk of the tin-
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happy Richard's head, and smiling upon
the Bishop, whose disposition to bo kind
had won her gratitude.
"Where was that?" he asked, beaming.
"In Nebraska.at the University."
"Really! How delightful! Then you

are familiar with those great literary mon-
urnouts. Richard, t his is the happiest of
surprises."
"M iss Gilmore," Mrs. Barton intervenedaccusingly, "I thought you told me

you were from Vermont. How did you
come to go to school in Nebraska?"
"My father moved there when I was

a child," Gail answered easily. "You will
have to admit, Bishop Barton, that the
Greek drama has been coming into its
own. Every year the plays are given
somewhere. Even.even at Harvard,"
she added, with an ironic glance at the
dejected Richard,."even at Harvard they
haven't wholly scorned those old fellows."

"Neatly done; a bull's-eye!" the Bishop
chortled, who, it appeared, was a Yale
man.

Mrs. Barton was neglecting her food to
bring her keen eyes to bear upon this
chorus irirl who had nnnenred as Electra.
Conscious of this, Gail amused herself by
entering into a discussion of the respective
merits of Euripides and Sophocles. The
Bishop quoted lines in the sonorous

original; Gail translated them.haltingly,
to encourage his prompting. He was

enjoying himself tremendously; but a

puzzled frown settled upon his spouse's
face.

rPH E moment luncheon was concluded.
Gail said she must go up to see Mrs.

Mayburv. The Bishop went off to write
letters, first shaking hands with Gail and
declaring that they must have many more
talks on a subject dear to both their
hearts. Richard, seeing that Mrs. Barton
lingered behind with the obvious purpose
of detaining Gail, immediately became
invisible.

"Just a moment, Miss Gilmore!"
Mrs. Barton planted her hands upon

Gail's shoulders.
"Young woman, don't try to deceive

me you're not a stage girl any more
than I am. Just what is this joke you're
playing here?"

"I'm very, very sorry," Gail began uneasily."If I'd had time to think it over
I should never have done it. I'm sorry
.very sorry. You see."
Shegaveasuccinct account of her arrival

at the house, and of her agreement to
play the part of the expected fiancee in
exchange for a subscription to her book.

"1 thought at tirst it would be a lark,
but after 1 saw Mrs. Maylniry it wasn't
funny any more. N'o one would want to
play tricks on her she's so kind and
Hen tie. I'm ashamed to see her again."

"That Richard!" Mrs. Barton exclaimed.
"So he's afraid of me. is he? Well, he has
reason to be! And to think of imposing
on you. to say nothing of the rest of us!
But".a merry twinkle danced in her
eyes."just how does he propose explainingthis to his mother? 1 saw her a momentjust before I came down and she
was immensely relieved; she said you
were adorable! It' that other girl turns
up. it will kill my sister!"

Mrs. Barton bent toward Gail threateningly.
"Young woman, you can't go! You

can't leave us in this mess!"
"1 was to leave right after luncheon;

that was the bargain." said Gail firmly.
"But of course I'll look in on Mrs. Mayburyagain.: I pi'OHMsed to read to her.
She wants to test my French!"

"So she told me. But. after you passed
my husband's examination in Greek, I'll
trust you to get through it. Run along
now. but don't you dare leave the house
till I've seen * you again not " she
smiled broadly."till I've subscribed for
that book the India-paper edition! And
now," she announced grimly, "I'm going
to lind Richard!"

To be concluded next week
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